
AP ENGLISH LITERATURE              MS. BECKER: ksbecker@jeffco.k12.co.us 
 

2018 SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENTS  
 

WELCOME TO AP ENGLISH LITERATURE! 
  

The Summer Reading Assignment is an important part of AP English Literature because it keeps your brain active 
in the summer and allows us to jump-start our literature study at the beginning of the year. This year’s Summer 
Reading Assignment includes a thought-provoking work of literary speculative fiction, a non-fiction book that will 
teach you strategies for interpreting literature, and the opportunity for discussion with some insightful and 
motivated people (AKA your classmates). This handout includes a general explanation of the assignments, but you 
will find more detailed instructions once you enroll in the AP Literature course through Schoology. 
 

Enjoy your summer, and I look forward to a great year of exploring literature together! 
Ms. Becker 

 
REQUIRED TEXTS 
You should buy hard copies of these books because we will discuss them during the first month of school, and you 
will need them in class. These books are easy to find, and you can often get used copies from former students, 
through Amazon, or at local used book stores.  
 

 HOW TO READ LITERATURE LIKE A PROFESSOR (REVISED) BY THOMAS FOSTER 

 ORYX AND CRAKE BY MARGARET ATWOOD 
 

SCHOOLOGY CLASS DISCUSSION 
Sign on to your Schoology account and join the “AP English Literature” course. Although the materials will not be 
available until June 1st, you can sign up now. Follow these instructions: 

 Go to the BCHS website. 
 Click on Students and select Schoology from the drop-down menu. 
 Sign in to Schoology with your BCHS student ID and password. 
 Once signed in, click on Courses (top grey bar) NOT Groups. You’ll get a drop-down list. 

 Click on Join at the bottom of that drop-down list and enter this code: C4WNC-76BZV. 

 Congrats – you’re now a member of the BCHS AP English Literature 2018-19 course. 
 Consider downloading the Schoology app to your phone; it will be a go-to resource all year.  

 

CONTACT FOR QUESTIONS AND CONCERNS 
The College Board encourages a wide variety of both classic and contemporary literature, rather than young adult 
and pop fiction. Some of the literature we study (such as Oryx and Crake) will contain adult language and themes. 
Please feel free to e-mail Ms. Becker with any questions or concerns about this.  Also, if you have any questions 
about the assignments or you have trouble navigating Schoology, find a friend in the class to help you or e-mail me: 
ksbecker@jeffco.k12.co.us. Be aware that I will not be available consistently during the summer, and you should 
expect at least a week to get a response. 
 

OVERVIEW OF ASSIGNMENTS 
Even though the school year may seem like a kingdom far far away, you should begin reading in June. Be sure that 
you leave yourself plenty of time to read both books. For each book, there is a discussion component to complete 
on Schoology. In addition, there are online reading quizzes for the first book that you should complete as you read, 
and there will be a reading test on the second book that you will take when you start school in the fall. Here is a 
checklist of the assignments, but see the AP English Literature course on Schoology for more detailed instructions. 
 



SUMMER ASSIGNMENT CHECKLIST AND SCHEDULE:    
The reading schedules below are intended as a suggestion to keep you steady and on track. You are welcome to 
read ahead or even behind, but this recommended pace will allow you to complete the first book early in the 
summer with a little break in the middle, and then to complete the second book later so that it will be fresh in your 
memory when we begin to discuss it in the fall. 
 

ASSIGNMENT #1: HOW TO READ LITERATURE LIKE A PROFESSOR                  DUE DATE: JULY 13TH  
 

SYNOPSIS: While many books can be enjoyed for their basic stories, there are often deeper literary meanings 
interwoven in these texts. How to Read Literature Like a Professor helps us to discover those hidden truths by 
looking at literature with the eyes—and the literary codes-of the ultimate professional reader, the college professor. 
Ranging from major themes to literary models, narrative devices and form, Thomas C. Foster provides us with a 
broad overview of literature—a world where a road leads to a quest, a shared meal may signify a communion, and 
rain, whether cleansing or destructive, is never just a shower—and shows us how to make our reading experience 
more enriching, satisfying, and fun. 
 
 

 Read the book and take notes if you choose. Notes are 
optional and will not be graded. 

 Complete the four online reading quizzes via 
Schoology. The quizzes will be posted by the dates 
listed on the schedule. 

 Participate in the Schoology Discussion by posting 
four paragraphs that apply Foster’s ideas to your own 
examples of literature or pop culture. The four paragraphs should be posted under the four different 
sections of the book according to the chapters you have chosen. See Schoology for an example. 

 Read other students’ paragraphs to learn more about how to apply Foster’s ideas. 
 

ASSIGNMENT #2:   ORYX AND CRAKE BY MARGARET ATWOOD         DUE DATE: AUGUST 16TH  
 

SYNOPSIS: Oryx and Crake is at once an unforgettable love story and a compelling vision of the future. Snowman, 
known as Jimmy before mankind was overwhelmed by a plague, is struggling to survive in a world where he may be the 
last human, and mourning the loss of his best friend, Crake, and the beautiful and elusive Oryx whom they both loved. In 
search of answers, Snowman embarks on a journey–with the help of the green-eyed Children of Crake–through the lush 
wilderness that was so recently a great city, until powerful corporations took mankind on an uncontrolled genetic 
engineering ride. Margaret Atwood projects us into a near future that is both all too familiar and beyond our imagining. 
 
 Read the book and take notes if you choose. Notes are 

optional and will not be graded. 
 As you read, post at least one discussion question to 

each of the four sections on Schoology (four total). 
 Post at least one reply to another student’s question in 

each of the four sections on Schoology (four total). 
 After reading the book, post a paragraph response to 

one of Becker’s discussion questions on Schoology. 
 Read other students’ paragraphs, and post a reply to at least two of them. 
 Visit the Science Friday: Oryx and Crake Book Club website and explore all the resources to learn more 

about the novel and its relevance to real-world issues. There is no writing assignment for this activity, but 
you may integrate what you learn into your Schoology discussion posts. 

REMINDER 
As you may well know, the internet provides many resources for the texts we will read. While these resources may 
be helpful in conjunction with reading the book, do not rely on them as a replacement for reading. This defeats the 
purpose of the assignment and is a form of academic dishonesty. 

Section 1: Intro + Chapters 1-6 June 8 

Section 2: Chapters 7-13 June 15 

Section 3: Chapters 14-20 June 22 

Section 4: Chapters 21-26 June 29 

Section 1: Chapters 1-4 July 20 

Section 2: Chapters 5-8 July 27 

Section 3: Chapters 9-12 August 3 

Section 4: Chapters 13-15 August 10 


